Brown Bag Items for After the First Death
1. father figures

2. homeland/home (1 other suggested this)
3. “Please do not consider these the notes of a self-pitying freak who needs the services of a psychiatrist.” (5)

4. “After the terror must come the politics, the talking, the words…So while we still use bombs, there comes a time when we must use words.” (111)

5. masks (7 others suggested this); ski mask
6. “Actually, she couldn’t remember the last time she cried…So many disguises…” (64-65)

7. “How else could he justify his existence, make his life meaningful before it was taken from him?”  (18)

8. Elvis Presley

9. candy (5 others suggested this); chocolate candy (1 other suggested this); drugged candy
10. “She was like a flower and flowers should be allowed to follow their inclinations until the season ended and they died…” (148)

11. sacrifice

12.  a key (4 others suggested this); the hidden key/the spare key
13. “The last person on earth sat in a room.  There came a knock at the door.” (14)

14. “He looked so young, so defenseless, the brown eyes innocent, the mouth sensitive.  So unlike the person in the mask.” (119)

15. “But now she recognized him for what he was: a monster.  And the greatest horror of all was that he didn’t know he was a monster.” (130)

16. “But innocence, she saw now, could also be evil.  Monstrous.” (130) (1 other selected this quote)
17. taped over windows

18. “Sometimes, however, he brooded about the mask.  He had the feeling that he must be doing something dishonorable if the operation and confrontations had to be carried out with faces hidden.” (41)

19. a scale (as in weighing the balance)
20. “I have given my life to it [Inner Delta]. And, in a sense, gave you and your mother’s life to it by bringing you to Delta.” (87)
21. “And the greatest horror of all was that he did not know he was a monster.” (130)

22. selflessness

23. lack of self (identity/ self-knowledge)

24. “This is the greatest patriotism: to accept disgrace for the sake of your country.” (189)

25. “Do not seek to own anything, do not try to make anything belong to you, do not look for pleasure in anything.  It will be taken from you sooner or later just as you must take from other people.” (59) (1 other person selected this quote)
26. a piece of chocolate (3 others suggested this)
27. ignorance

28. innocence

29. “He had looked at her with innocent eyes as he told her of killing people.  She’d always thought of innocence as something good, something to cherish.” (130)

30. “You were serving your country.  Serving it in your way just as I was serving it in mine.” (227) (2 others selected this quote)
31. a toy bus

32. a stone from Miro’s and Artkin’s homeland/a rock (2 others suggested this)
33. “She was really sad for him, the way it’s possible to feel for something you don’t understand.  He was still a monster, of course.  But who had made him a monster?  This world, his world.  Who was guilty, then: the monster or the world that created it?” (171)
34. bus and chocolates

35. father betraying son

36. “You were serving your country. Serving it in our way just as I was serving it in mine.

Is a country worth that much, Dad?  How could I have gone through life knowing what I had done? Knowing that my cowardice had served my country.  Where did that leave me, Dad?” (227) (1 other person selected this quote)
37. a typewriter and/or typewriter keys
38. Kate’s panties

39. a toy elephant (1 other suggested this)
40. a black flag

41. “People mourned the death of innocence.  Someone had written a theme paper on the topic in school.  But innocence, she saw now, could also be evil. Monstrous.” (130) (1 other person selected this quote)
42. “When the time comes to perform the act, I will do it without any prelude or prologue…” (5)

43. communication

44. emotion

45. “But innocence, she saw now, could also be evil.” (130)

46. “…after the first death, there is no other” (epigraph of the book)

47. a toy bus

48. a white flag with the word “homeland” on it

49. a mug that says, “#1 Dad”

50. being late (Raymond’s concerns)

51. Ben’s suicide/disappearance

52. an “empty country” flag/a blank flag (2 others suggested this)
53. a note with “9:30” written on it
54. “What was there to feel?  Miro wondered.  A man lived his life and performed his duty and did what was necessary to survive.  As Artkin did. How he wished he could be like Artkin someday.” (152)
55. “Was there a word for such a look? It was beyond terror or horror or pain.  A look 

of such anguish, such regret…A look that left the boy hollow, empty.  A look that said: What have I done?  The look of a betrayer.” (207)
56. junex vs senex

57. “We are not animals, after all, he said, be merely a means to an end.  Everything is done for a purpose.” (29)
